June 29, 2020

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Sam Graves

Speaker of the House Ranking Member

United States House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Washington, D.C. 20515 United States House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy

Minority Leader The Honorable Raul Grijalva

United States House of Representatives Chairman

Washington, D.C. 20515 Committee on Natural Resources
United States House of Representatives

The Honorable Peter DeFazio Washington, D.C. 20515

Chairman

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure The Honorable Rob Bishop

United States House of Representatives Ranking Member

Washington, D.C. 20515 Committee on Natural Resources

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McCarthy, Chairman DeFazio, Ranking Member Graves, Chairman
Grijalva, and Ranking Member Bishop:

On behalf of our organizations and our millions of members and supporters, we want to thank you for the
positive wildlife and public lands conservation provisions in H.R. 2, the “Moving Forward Act.” We appreciate
your tireless efforts in creating this massive $1.5 trillion infrastructure package. The investments it makes in
wildlife and public lands conservation programs will create thousands of jobs and provide benefits to people,
communities, biodiversity, and the environment. Several provisions included in H.R. 2 were highlighted in a
letter sent May 18, 2020, focused on wildlife and land conservation, “Restoring Work, Restoring Wild,” that
was signed by more than 200 conservation groups.

Specifically, the Moving Forward Act provides $300 million from the National Highway Performance Program
for wildlife crossing projects. This funding can be used by states to reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions through
wildlife mitigation measures, including construction of overpasses and underpasses for wildlife to safely cross
highways. Each year, wildlife-vehicle collisions cost many lives and more than $8 billion in damage, but simple
measures that H.R. 2 enables can reduce collisions by up to 97 percent.

The Moving Forward Act also includes the bipartisan Wildlife Corridors Conservation Act. This bill provides
critical funding for states, tribes, landowners and federal agencies to identify and protect wildlife corridors. With
one in five species at risk of extinction, biodiversity loss and fragmentation of natural habitats are among our
nation’s greatest conservation challenges. Connecting habitats with corridors and crossings supports wildlife
migration, creates more resilient landscapes, and allows native species to better adapt to a changing climate.

In addition, H.R. 2 authorizes a $3 billion grant program for coastal and Great Lakes resilience and restoration,
as well as a separate grant program to build living shorelines to support flood resilience. Dedicated funding for
this work not only helps restore habitat for declining and endangered fish and wildlife, but also helps mitigate
the disproportionate burdens frontline communities are currently facing from sea level rise, hurricanes, and
flooding—all of which are exacerbated by climate change.

Finally, the Moving Forward Act authorizes $50 million per year to the Legacy Roads and Trails Remediation
Program. This program has a proven history of success and has created many thousands of jobs. Much of the


https://www.endangered.org/cms/assets/uploads/2020/05/ESC-Final-Congressional-Wildlife-Stimulus-Letter.pdf

infrastructure associated with the use of public lands has been abandoned, left in disrepair, is no longer needed,
and can create hazards for public land users and wildlife. Road decommissioning, road and trail repair and
maintenance, and removal of fish passage barriers are desperately needed to help restore watersheds and habitat,
improve access to recreation, and provide drinking water protection.

We also want to express our appreciation that the Moving Forward Act embodies the principles of
environmental justice and generally maintains the integrity of our nation’s bedrock environmental laws. These
laws were designed to safeguard the environment, workers and the public, and create more resilient ecosystems,
public health benefits, and quality of life improvements in communities throughout the United States.

We are grateful for these specific, strong provisions in H.R. 2 and urge Congress to adopt them without
delay.

We look forward to working with you and other congressional leaders on additional important measures to put
people back to work restoring public lands and maintaining abundant wildlife populations. Future legislation
should continue to provide funding to conservation programs in desperate need. For example, the Bureau of
Land Management Plant Conservation and Restoration Program requires additional funding to implement the
National Seed Strategy, including the construction, operation and maintenance of up to five native seed storage
facilities across the country. Native plant conservation programs are not only needed to protect the most
imperiled species, but to ensure the long-term survival of all native plant species and plant communities.

We also believe it is necessary for any future legislation to address the threats that invasive species pose to
infrastructure and communities. Invasive species negatively impact some of the most treasured and biologically
significant landscapes in the United States and lead to degraded habitat for fish and wildlife, yet invasive species
prevention and control programs are dramatically underfunded. Addressing the proliferation of invasive species,
through humane and, whenever possible, nonlethal measures is crucial to protecting vital infrastructure and
restoring degraded landscapes and will provide many jobs while generating substantial returns on investment.

Thank you for all of your work on the Moving Forward Act and in response to the COVID-19 crisis. We
appreciate the beneficial provisions in the legislation that help biodiversity, the environment, and underserved
communities. We look forward to continuing to work with you on additional conservation projects in desperate
need of funding identified in our “Restoring Work, Restoring Wild” letter that would create many living wage

jobs for people in the United States while also protecting our natural heritage.

Sincerely,
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